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DETAILED ACTION 

EUctfan/Restrtctbns 

1. Applicant's election with traverse of Group II, claims 30-34 in the reply filed on 
December 8, 2006 is acknowledged. The traversal & on the ground(s) that it would not constitute 
an undue burden to search both inventions. This argument has been considered, but not found 
persuasive. MPEP § 808.02 recites that fin- the purposes of the initial requirement of a restriction, 

* • 

a serious burden on the examiner may be prima facie shown if the examiner shows by 
appropriate explanation either separate classification, separate status in the art, or a different field 
of search as defined in MPEP § 808.02. Since the Examiner has shown a separate status in (he art 
for the two groups of claims, a burden for examining both groups has been shown. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

♦ • 

Reissue Aoolicctions 

2. An ino^iry is niade into the existent It is noted mat 
there is a statement of non-assignment filed April 12, 2004. However USPTO records indicate 
that an assignment was filed on May 31, 2006. It is noted that there must be written consent of 
all assignees owning an undivided interest in the patent in compliance with 37 CFR 1.172. See 

a 

MPEP 1410.01. Clarification is required. . 

3. The amendment filed July 13, 2005 proposes amendments to the claims that do not 
comply with 37 CFR 1.173(b), which sets forth die manner of making amendments in reissue 

■ 

applications. A supplemental paper comedy amending the reissue application is required. 
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* 

4. The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because it fails to 
identify at least one error, which is relied upon to support the reissue application. See 37 CFR 
l.175(aXt) and MPEP § 1414. 

Claims 3° -34 are rejected as being based upon a defective reissue oath under 35 U.S.C. 
251 as set forth above. See 37 CFR 1.175. 

The error relied upon to support the reissue application is not sufficient See MPEP 
1414. section II. Applicant does not identify a single word, phrase or expression in the claim and 
how it renders the original patent inoperative or invalid. The nature of the defects) in the oath is 

m 

set forth in the discussion above in this Office action. 

« * 

♦ • 

Ctabn Objections 

5. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

* 

Claim 1, line 5 contains the word "lest". In light of the claim language, should the word 
be "least" Clarification is required. 

■ 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) ikf tewMton wqs pottntttl or iiuit ibtd to o printed publication In tktt or a/brtlgB country or in public usu 
orousaUtuthUcotsntry, mart than on* year prior totk$dat9 of o j flka th om f or pattni in the Umltrf States. 

7. Claims 30-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by United Slates 
Patent no. 4.673,609. Hill. 
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■ 

■ 

Regarding claim 30 

Hill discloses a unidirectional panel comprised of panel of transparent (substrate) 
material having a first design visible from one side yet not die other, (column 2, lines 23-30). 

The design (second coating) on the panel is superimposed on a pattern of opaque elements (first 

» 

coating), (column 3, lines 10-31), meeting Che limitations of claim 30. 
Regarding claim 31*34 

* 

The panels can be used on vehicles (motor vehicles), (column 21, lines 49-67), meeting 
the limitations of claim 31 . 

The pattern of the panel can be in the form of indicia, (column 22, lines 52-60), meeting 
the limitations of claim 32. 

■ • 

. The design portion of the panel can have two or more colored areas, (column 14, lines 
38-50), meeting the limitations of claim 33. 

The panel can be attached to a vehicle windshield, (column 15, lines 11-24), meeting the 
limitations of claim 34. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gwendolyn Blackwel! whose telephone number is (S71) 272- 
1531 The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday; 6:30 am * 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone arc unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jennifer McNeil can be reached on (571) 272-1540. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 



may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see httpy/pair-dircctuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 



system, contact the Electronic Business Cento (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). 
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